Ipuaoxenne k naTerpupoBannomy ypoky “Holy defender of Rus & the Orthodox faith — saint prince Alexander Nevskiy”
(«CBsroii 3amuTHUK Pycu u Bepsl [lpaBociiaBHoii — 6/1aroBepHbIi KHA3b AJiekcanap HeBckuii»).

[lepeBoa maTepuanoB ypoxa.

TekeT 15 YTEHUSA:

Pycckuii TekcT

[lepeBoa Ha anrnuiickuii (Cubupés C.0.)

Meswcoy 3anaoom u Bocmokom...

Ceamoti Anexcandp Hesckuil, 60 eépems npasnenus komopozo Pyco
OMCMOANA CBOI0 HEe3A8UCUMOCb OM KAmoaudeckoeo 3anada, ¢
KOMOPbIM BeNUKULL KHA3b 0eliCme08anl KaK 60UH, 8 8peMs KaK 8
omuowlenusix ¢ Bocmokom om 6vin ouniomamom, Komopwli cymern
coxpanums Pycckyio 3emaio 6 ycrogusx mamapo-moH20abCKO20
Hawecmesus...

XIII Bek 1o nmpaBy CUMTAETCS OJJHUM M3 HanOoJiee CI0KHBIX IEPUOIOB
B ucropun Poccun: NpomOMKAIOTCS  KHSDKECKHE — YCOOMIBL,
pa3pylIMBIINE €AUHOE MOJUTUYECKOE, SKOHOMUYECKOE, TyXOBHOE U
KyJBTYpHOE MPOCTPAHCTBO, & K BOCTOYHBIM pyOekam cTpaHbl B 1223
roJy NOJIXOJAT IPO3HbIE 3aBOEBATENN U3 TNTyOUH A3UU — MOHIOJIO-
TaTapsl.

B 510 HecnokoliHoe BpeMsi B cembe KHsI3s SpocnaBa BeceBosiogoBuya
pomuiCs ChbIH AJIEKCaHIp, KOTOPOMY OBUIO CYXIEHO HE MPOCTO
MPOJOJKUTH JEJI0 OTIA Ha KHSHKECKOM MOMPUIIE, & BIIMCATh CBOE UM
30JI0TBIMU OYKBaMU B UCTOPHIO TocyaapcTBa Poccuiickoro. ..

Anexkcanap poawics 13 masa 1221 roma B ropoxe Ilepecnapib-
3anecckuil, a yxe B Bo3pacTte 4 J€T MNpOM30UIJI0 TOCBSIIEHUE

Between the West & the East...

During the reign of saint Alexander Nevskiy, Rus remained
independent from the Catholic West — in this direction the great
prince acted as a warrior, while in his relationships with the
East he was a diplomat who managed to save the lands of Rus
during the invasion of the Mongols...

The XIII century is truly considered as one of the most difficult
periods in the history of Russia: feudal wars that destroyed
political, economic, spiritual & cultural life continued, while in
1223 the Mongols — great conquerors from the central part of
Asia — came to the borders of the country.

In this trouble time, son Alexander was born to the family of
prince Yaroslav Vsevolodovich — the boy was bound not just to
follow his father’s footsteps, but also to crown his with
immortality in the history of the Russian State...

Alexander was born on the 13" of May 1221 in the town of
Pereslavl-Zalesskiy, while already at the age of four the little boy




MaJIEHbKOr0 Maiburka B BoMHbL. B 1233 rony 12-netHuii Anekcanap
II0J1 OTLIOBCKUM CTSI'OM IIEPBBIM pa3 y4acTBOBAJ B BOEHHOM ITOXO/I€ Ha
OpsbeB. [loxon He npuHEC yauu, a pazopeHre xanoM bateiem B 1237-
1238 rogax Cesepo-Bocrounoii Pycu crano npuurHON aKTUBU3AILUU
nearenbHoCcTH JImBoHCKoro opaeHa u llIBennn, HanmpaBiaeHHOM Ha
3axBar tepputopuii HoBropojckoi pecnyOnuku. Yke ¢ 1236 rona
IOHBIA AJIEKCAHIP CTAJI CAMOCTOSITEIBHO 3aIUIIATh 3¢MJIU OT LIBEJIOB,
JIMBOHIIEB U JTUTOBLIEB.

B 1240 roay mBensl BbicaAWIMCh B ycThe HeBbl 171 moxoja Ha
Hogropon, a peitapu JIuBonckoro opaena ocaavinu [1ckos. IIBenckui
MPEIBOAUTENL TpHUCIan AJIEKCaHIpy HaJMeHHOoe mociaHue: «Eciu
MOJKEIllb, COMPOTUBIIANCA, 3HAW, YTO A YK€ 37€Ch M IUICHIO 3€MIIIO
TBOIOY. [lepen 6uTBoi cTtapocte [lenbrycuto 6b10 BUEHNE, OYITO MO
HeBe mblna nanbsi ¢ pycCCKUMU BOMHAMU U CBIThIMH bopucom u
['nebom, KOTOpBIE MPUILIA TOMOTaTh CPOJHUKY CBOEMY. AJIEKCAHIP
peuuia He AOKUIaThCsl aKTUBHOCTH IIBEJIOB, BBIBUHYJICS K Hese u,
3aCTaB IIBEJOB BPACILJIOX, HAHEC UM COKPYIIUTEIBHOE MOpaKEHUE.
Ota nobena npeBpaTiia AjleKcaHapa B reposl.

5 ampens 1242 roma Ha UYyackom o03epe  JPYKUHBI O]
MPEIBOIUTEILCTBOM  AJIEKCaH/Ipa HArojoBy pa30OMIM  BOMCKO
JIMBOHCKOTO Op/iCHA, TEM CaMbIM JIMIIIUB BO3MOKHOCTH JaJIbHEHIIIETO
MIPOIBMIKEHHUSI 3amaHbIX cocenerd Ha Bocrok. B JlemoBom mobowuiie
ObUT0 TUIEHEHO 50 phIllapeid, Yero HUKOrAa paHee He CIIy4asoch.

AnekcaHsip CyMmell paclIMpUTh HOBTOPOJCKUE BIIAJICHUS, OTBOEBAB Y
JIuBonckoro OppeHa dYacTb TeppUTOpUU. Temepb TJIABHBIM
CTpPATeTMYECKUM HAalpaBJICHUEM BHEIIHEH MOJUTHKU AJIeKCaHapa
CTaHOBATCA OTHOIIEHUs: ¢ Opaoit. 31ech OH ObLI TEPIETUB, PACUETIHB

was ordained a warrior. In 1233, the 12-year-old Alexander
under the leadership of his father took part in a military mission
to the town of Yuryev for the first time. That mission was not
successful, while the devastation caused by Batu Khan in 1237-
1238 became the reason of active measures of Livonian Order &
Sweden aimed at the occupation of the Novgorod republic.
Already since 1236, young Alexander began to protect the lands
from the Swedish, Livonian & Lithuanians.

In 1240, the Swedish came on shore in the mouth of the river
Neva to attack Novgorod, while the knights of the Livonian
Order sieged Pskov. The Swedish military leader sent an
arrogant letter to Alexander: “If you are able to resist, you should
know that I am already here & I will conquer your land”. Before
the battle, elder Pelgusiy had a vision where a boat with Russian
warriors & saints Boris & Gleb on board was sailing along the
river Neva to help their relative. Alexander decided not to wait
for the actions of the Swedish & moved to the river Neva — the
Swedish were caught unawares & were completely defeated.
This victory made Alexander a hero.

On the 5™ of April 1242, at the Chudskoe lake the warriors under
the leadership of Alexander demolished the army of Livonian
Order — this way our Western neighbours were deprived the
possibility to occupy our Eastern territories. During the Battle on
the Ice, 50 knights were captured — that had never happened
before.

Alexander managed to expand Novgorod lands conquering some
territories of the Livonian Order. Now the main strategic
direction of the foreign policy of Alexander became his
relationships with the Horde. In this sphere, he was patient, cool-




U OCTOpPOXKEH, CTapasch HE BbI3BaTh THEB MOHTON0B. byayun
XOpOLIMMH BOMHAMH, HO HE BCErAa NaJbHOBHIHBIMU IIPABUTEISIMU,
xaHbl 3070TOM Opnapl peaKko BMENIMBAINCh BO BHYTPEHHHUE J€la
3aBOEBAHHBIX CTPAH — PABHO KAaK U B UX PEIIUTHIO, a CIENOBATENBHO —
U B IyXOBHYIO )XM3Hb. JTO CTaJO ONPEICISIOIUM B BRIOOpE KHS35 B
TOM, KOMY IOKOPHUTBCS, BEJb TO, KaK JKECTOKO KaTOJIMYECKUI 3amasn
pacnpaBisuics ¢ 3aBOEBaHHBIMU HapoJamH, 1mopadoinas ux, cryouso
HE OJIHO rocynapctBo. Anekcanap HeBckuii 3T0 mOHMMa, IOTOMY
YCTYIIKH, Ha KOTOPBIE OH WIEI B OTHOLIEHUAX ¢ 3os0Toi Oproit, namu
Pycu He TOIBKO BpeMs 11l BOCCTAHOBIICHUS Pa30PEHHBIX KHSKECTB,
HO M JUId JYyXOBHOTO YKpPEIUIEHUS, CTaBIIETO 3aJOroM OyAyLIero
€IUHOIr0 IOCy1apCTBa. ..

B 1246 rony kusa3p fpocnas ObL1 oTpaBieH B Kapakopyme, u mocie
ero cMeptu B 1247 rony ero celHy AJEKCaHAPY B PABJICHUE TOCTAJICS
Kues un «Bcs 3emns Pycckas». B ToM ke rogy Anekcanap OTIpaBUiICs
K XaHy barTpIto, KOTOpBIM TEIJIO MPHUHSAI KHS31 U JaXe CTal €ro
IIPUEMHBIM OTLIOM.

Anekcannp Heckuii mpaBui Pycero Briots 10 1263 roga. Ilo nmytu
JIOMOM Tociie ouepenHou noe3aku B Kapakopym kHsa3b 3a0osen u 14
HOSIOpSI TOTO K€ rojia CKoHvascs. Bo3MoxHO, OH Toke ObLT OTpaBIICH,
KaK ¥ €ro OTeIl.

Ha MockoBckom CobGope 1547 roma Amnekcannp Hesckwit Obu1
IIPOCJIABJIEH B JIUKE CBATHIX. B 1724 rony no pacnopsikenuto [lerpa I
MOIIIM CBATOTO KHA3A TEpeHeceHbl B  Auekcanapo-Hesckuit
MoHacThIph B I'. CankT-IlerepOypre.

Anekcannpy HeBckomMy OTBOIUTCS MCKIIFOUUTEBHASA POJIb B UCTOPUU
Pycu. 3a BCrO CBOIO KW3Hb BEIUKHUUN KHA3b AJiekcaHap HeBckwuil He
IIPOUTrpaJI HU OAHOTO cpakeHus. OH cUMTAJICS] HOKPOBHUTEJIEM LIEPKBU

headed & prudent trying not to cause the anger of the Mongols.
Being proficient warriors but at the same time not always
farsighted rulers the Khans of the Golden Horde seldom
interfered the internal issues of the conquered countries — so did
their religion & consequently their spiritual life. This was crucial
for the prince who to obey, as the Catholic West cruelly punished
the conquered nations enslaving them — that was how some
states perished. Alexander Nevskiy understood it — that is why
the concessions he made in his relationships with the Golden
Horde gave Rus not only time to revive devastated principalities,
but also to grow stronger spiritually that would become the key
to the future united state...

In 1246, prince Yaroslav was poisoned in Karakorum, while
after he died in 1247, his son Alexander inherited Kiev & “land
of Rus”. The same year, Alexander visited Batu Khan who
kindly accepted the prince & even adopted him.

Alexander Nevskiy continued to reign Rus until 1263. On his
way back home from Karakorum the prince fell ill & passed
away on November 14 the same year. Possibly, he was poisoned
like his father.

During Moscow Bishop’s council in 1547, Alexander Nevskiy
was canonized. In 1724, Peter | ordered to transfer the relics of
the holy prince to the Alexander Nevskiy monastery in Saint
Petersburg.

Alexander Nevskiy is considered to play his unique role in the
history of Russia. For his entire life, he did not lose any battle.
He is considered to be the patron saint of the Church & the




W 3alIMTHAKOM [MpaBOCIaBHOM Bepel. Ero mnoumraror Kak
TAJIAHTJIIMBOTO JIAIUIOMATa, IMOJIKOBOJIA, KOTOPBIA CMOT 3alllUTUTH
Pychk oT MHOrHX BparoB, a Takke MPeOTBPATUTH MMOXObI MOHT'OJIO-
Tarap. B HamwM JTHU €ro MMEHEM Ha3BaHbI YJIHMIbI U TUIOMAIN, B €T0
YECTh YCTAHOBJICHBI TAMSATHUKH, BO3JBUTHYThI ITIPABOCIABHBIC IEPKBU
BO MHOTHX ropojaax Poccun.

defender of the Orthodox faith. He is venerated as a talented
diplomat, military leader who managed to protect Rus from
many enemies also preventing the invasion of the Mongols.
Nowadays, streets & squares, monuments & churches in many
Russian towns are built in honour of him.

Bonpocwl no mexcmy:

=

[Touemy XIII Bex ObUT CIOXKHBIM MIEPUOAOM B ucTopuu Poccun?

Yro cinyuunochk n10 buteel Ha Hee?

3. Ilouemy Anexcanap HeBckuii permn nokoputbest Opae, a He
KaTOJIMYECKOMY 3araiy?

4. Tlouemy cBatomy Anekcanapy HeBckoMy oTBoauTcst ocoOast

poab B uctopuu Poccun?

no

Questions after the text:

=

Why was XIII a trouble time in the history of Russia?

What happened before the Battle of Neva?

3. Why Alexander Nevskiy decided to obey the Horde & not
the Catholic West?

4. Why is saint Alexander Nevskiy considered to play the

unique role in the history of Russia?

N

I'pammaTnyeckoe 3aganue:

Pycckuit TekcT

[TepeBon Ha anrnuiickuii (Cudupés C.0.)

IlepeBeauTe NpeIIOKEHUS B CTPAJATENbHBIN 3aJI0T:

Transform the following sentences into Passive:

1. Anexcannp Hesckuit mobenun peiapeit Jluponckoro OpaeHa
BO Bpems JlenoBoro nmodoua.

2. Uctopukn cumtalor AjekcaHapa HeBCKOro 3aliuTHUKOM
Pycckoi [IpaBocnaBHoM LlepkBu.

3. Bo3MoxxHO, MOHTOJIO-TaTaphl 0TpaBmin Anekcanapa Hesckoro.

4. Jlroqu BO3BOJAT NAMATHUKH U LEPKBU, MOCBSIIIEHHBIE CBATOMY
Aunekcannpy HeBckomy.

5. JIromm moumTaroT AjnekcaHapa HeBckoro kak OJHOro U3
BEJIMYAMIINX BOCHAYaJIbHHUKOB | 'ocynapcrBa Poccuiickoro.

1. Alexander Nevskiy defeated the knights of the Livonian
Order during the Battle on Ice.

2. Historians consider Alexander Nevskiy to be the defender of
the Russian Orthodox Church.

3. Possibly, the Mongols poisoned Alexander Nevskiy.

4. People build monuments & churches in honour of saint
Alexander Nevskiy.

5. People venerate Alexander Nevskiy as one of the greatest
military leaders of the Russian State.




Texcer BUICONPE3CHTALMM:

Pycckuii Tekcr

[lepeBoa Ha anrnuiickuid (Cubupés C.0.)

«CpsToii 3amuTHUK Pycu u Bepol IIpaBociiaBHoi
— 01aroBepHbIi KHSA3b Ajiekcanap HeBckmii»

Y IUBUTENIBHO, MPOUUIO MOYTH BOCEMb BEKOB C POXKAECHUS CBSITOrO
KHI3 AJiekcanapa HeBckoro, 4upio maMsath dTyT 6 aexaOpsi, HO
CTPACTH BOKPYT HETO HE CTUXAIOT. B HICTOpUYECKON HAYKE HET EIUHOU
OILICHKH JieATeNIbHOCTH Anlekcanapa HeBckoro, B3risiibl MICTOPUKOB Ha
€ro JIMYHOCTh pa3Hble, MOPOM NPSMO MPOTUBOIIOJIOXKHBIE. Bexkamu
CUUTAJIOCh, YTO AJIEKCAH/IP ChITPa UCKIFOUUTEIBHYIO POJIb B PyCCKOM
HCTOPUM B TOT JApaMaTHYECKUM Iepuol, korga Pycs moasepriiach
yaapy ¢ TpEX CTOPOH, B HEM BHUJIEIM pPOJAOHAYAIIbHUKA JIMHUU
MOCKOBCKHMX TOCYJIApE€l M BEIMKOIO ITIOKPOBUTEIS ITPABOCIABHOU
LIEPKBH.

B To xe BpeMms, HEKOTOpbIE COBPEMEHHBIE MCTOPUKA — OCOOEHHO
3anajHble — CYUTAIOT, YTO 0OBbEKTUBHO Auiekcanap HeBckuil cwirpai
OTPULIATENBHYI0 pOJb B HCTOpuM Poccum, B TO BpeMsl Kak €ro
TPaJAUIIMOHHBIA 00pa3 Kak T€HHAJBbHOIO IOJKOBOJLA M NaTpHOTa
IIPEyBEIIMYEH — PABHO KaK U IPEYBEIMYEHA ONACHOCTH CO CTOPOHBI
3anana. OHU aKUEHTUPYIOT BHUMAHUE HA CBUJIETEIBCTBAX, B KOTOPBIX
Anexkcanap HeBckuil BBICTYNmaeT BIIACTONIOOMBBIM U KECTOKUM
YEJIOBEKOM.

CornacHo  kKaHOHMYeCKOW  Bepcuu,  Aunekcannp  Hesckuit
paccMaTpUBaeTCs Kak CBSTOM, KaK CBOEro poja 30JI0Tas JIEereHja
CpeaHEBEKOBOM Pycu. AnekcaHip, 3a BCIO dKU3Hb HE POUTPABIIUN HU
OJIHOM OMTBBI, POSBUJI TAJaHT MOJIKOBOJIIA U IMIJIOMATA, 3aKJIIOUYHB

“Holy defender of Rus & the Orthodox faith
—saint prince Alexander Nevskiy”

It is so amazing that almost eight centuries passed since the birth
of saint prince Alexander Nevskiy whose remembrance day is
on the 6™ of December, while the discussions concerning his
personality are not over yet. In the history, there is no one
opinion about the activity of Alexander Nevskiy & the views of
historians on his personality are different being even sometimes
controversial. For many centuries, Alexander has been
considered to play a crucial role in the Russian history in that
dramatic period when Rus was attacked from three sides; he has
been identified as the father of Moscow princes as well as the
great protector of the Orthodox Church.

At the same time, some modern historians — especially the
Western ones — think that Alexander Nevskiy played his
negative role in the history of Russia, while his traditional image
of genial military leader & patriot is highly exaggerated — as well
as the danger from the West. They point out the situations when
Alexander Nevskiy is seen as a cruel man ambitious of power.

According to the canonical point of view, Alexander Nevskiy is
considered as a saint & is like a golden legend of the Medieval
Rus. Having not lost any battle for the whole life Alexander
showed his talent as both a military leader & a diplomat, having




MUp ¢ HaumboJsiee CUIBHBIM (HO MPU ATOM OO0Jiee BEPOTEPIIUMBIM)
BparoMm — 3onotod Opaoil — W OTpa3uB HamajJeHUe C 3amana,
OJIHOBPEMEHHO 3aIlUTUB MPABOCIABHE OT KATOJIMYECKON HKCIIAHCHUHU.
OTa TpakTOBKa OQUIMAIBHO TNOJJIEPKUBAIACH BIACThIO Kak B
JIOPEBOJIIOIMOHHBIE, TAK U B COBETCKHE BpEMEHa, a Takxke Pycckoi
IIPaBOCJIABHON LIEPKOBBIO.

JlaBaiiTe pa3zdoepémcs, KTO K€ BCE-TaKU IMpaB.

1
Bex XIII - xyTkas nmopa B Hamei uctopuu. Bpemsi, korna Hapoa mor
CTMHYTb, KaK KaHyJM B HeObITUE MHOTHE Hapojbl. borartas, HO
pa30OuTas Ha BpaKIyroIIue KHsbKecTBa Pych - makomast moObrda u aJis
3onoroir Opabl, U JIsI KPECTOHOCUEB, MOJ THUMHBI O TOPKECTBE
XPUCTHAHCTBA MPUCBAMBAIOIINX CeOE BCE HOBBIC 3EMIIH.

3umoii 1237-1238 roga Ha Pych oOpymmBatoTcs mofuuina bateis.
Pszanb, Brnagumup, Cysnans pa3rpaOiieHbl U COXOKEHBI, >KUTEIU
youtsl uiau yBeneHol B 1ieH. Jlo Hosropoma, rae mpaBut
IECTHAIUATWICTHU  AJiekcaHnp  SlpocinaBoBUY,  MPO3BaHHbBIN
BIIOCJIEACTBUM HEBCKMM, OpABIHCKOE BOWCKO HE N0X0auT. Pych eme
HE Tajia, HO yXe OOECKpOBJICHa, U ITO yCTPAUBAIO HEMpPHUSTENEH C
3amana. Emie B 1232 roxy [Tama I'puropuii X oOpaTuiicst K JTMBOHCKUM
PBILAPSIM-MEUEHOCIaM C MPU3BIBOM Ha4YaTh aKTUBHYIO JIESITEIbHOCTh
«TPOTUB HEBEPHBIX PYCCKUX», a ¢ 1237 rona no npukasy [lamns Obla
chopMupoBaHa aHTHpycCKas Koauuius. «EIMHCTBEHHBIH pa3 B
UCTOpUU OOBETUHUINCH TPU CUJIBI 3a1aIHOEBPONEHCKOTO PhILIAPCTBA!
LIBE/IbI, HEMIBI M J1aT4aHE - JUIsl HalmaJeHUs Ha PYCCKHUE 3EMIIN», -
Hanmuer ucrtopuk Mrope IlaBnosuu Ilackonbsckuii. Ilpuyem Hamm
3eMJIM U JTKEe TUIAHUPYEMBbI 00pOK, KOTOpbIH 3amnaTtuT Pych, Obln

made peace with a stronger enemy, but at the same time more
tolerant towards religion — the Golden Horde, repelling an attack
from the West defending the Orthodoxy at the same time. This
opinion of the authorities was official both before the revolution
& even during the soviet regime, being also supported by the
Russian Orthodox Church.

Now let us contemplate who is eventually right.

1

The XIII century is a horrific period in our history. It was the
time when the nation could have perished — like many other
nations had perished before. Rich but separated into feuding
principalities the land of Rus was a ‘tasty morsel’ both for the
Golden Horde & the crusaders who grabbed new territories
singing the anthems of the exultation of Christianity at the same
time.

In the winter of 1237-1238, the armies of Batu Khan invaded
Rus. Ryazan, Vladimir, Suzdal were plundered & burnt, while
the citizens were either killed or captured. The army of the Horde
did not reach the town of Novgorod where sixteen-year-old
Alexander Yaroslavlevich who would later be called Nevskiy
was the ruler. Rus had not been defeated yet, but had already
been severely weakened — that was the situation our Western
enemies were interested in. In 1232, Pope Gregory IX called on
knights of the Livonian Order to take active measures against
‘faithless Russians’, while since 1237 after the Pope’s order anti-
Russian coalition was formed. Later historian Igor Shaskolskiy
wrote: “It was the only time in history when the three powers of
the Western-European Chivalry — the Swedish, the German &
the Danish — united to invade the lands of Rus”. Moreover, our




[Tanon 3apanee mopeneHsl. KToO X 3HaN, 4TO NEBATHAAUATUIETHUN
Aunekcanzp SpocnaBoOBHY OKAKETCS U AEP3KUM, U YIaUIUBBIM.

Korma nerom 1240 roma mBeackue Kkopabiau Bomuin B Hesy,
Aunexcanap He Meaiwi. He sxaan momony ot ApykuH otua. OTBara u
PEeUIUTEILHOCTD, POXKICHHBIC BEPOi, UTO «HE B cujie bor, a B mpaBe»,
obecrieymsio  BOMCKY  AJiekcaHapa Haj 0Oojiee  4YeM  BTpoe
MIPEBOCXOIAIIMMHI CUJIaMU MMPOTUBHKKA 11o0ey. [Ipoiiner aBa rona, u
Bpar MOWMMET: 3a BOCHHOW ypaadyed AJeKCaHJipa CTOUT HE TOJBKO
OTBara - TOYHbIN pacyer.

2
Hcropuro mipo To, kak Anekcanap Hesckuii B Outse Ha Yyackom o3epe
3aMaHWI  phIAped Ha XPYNKUM anpelbCKUuil  Je, HU3ydaroT
BOCHAYAJIbBHUKA BCET0 MHpA. AHAIM3UPYIOT, Kak MOJOJIOU

MTOJIKOBOJIEI, MPEKPACHO 3Hasi TAKTUKY 00S KPECTOHOCIIEB, BHICTPOMII
CBOE BOMCKO TaK, YTO CYMEJ MPEBPATUTH BCE MPEUMYIIIECTBA PhILIAPEN
B ux ys3BumocTH. [locme JlemoBoro mobouma Anekcanap HeBckuii
€€ He pa3 NMpUHUMAaJl HETPUBHUAIIbHBIC pemieHusA. Kak oka3bIBaIOCh
MOTOM - €IMHCTBEHHO BEPHBIE.

3
Korna ceromns paccyxnaioT 00 OIMOKE «UMBHIN3ALMOHHOIO
BbIOOPa» KHsI351, 3a0BIBAIOT, UTO BBIOOP OBLI M3 IBYX 30J1. J[a, MOHT0J10-
TaTapbl, MPOKATHIBASCH BOJIHOM, OIYCTOIIAM PYCCKUE 3E€MIIH,
3aXBaTbIBasl BCE, YTO MOIJIM yBE3TH, BCEX, KOTO MOrjiu yeectu. Ho
ObLTM JIM LMBUJIM30BAHHBIE €Bpomneupsl jydiie? Bor yro mnwuier
¢panny3ckuii uctopuk Kak Jle T'opd o kpecTtoBbIX mMoxonaax:
«BwmecTo TOro utoObl CMSATYUTH HPaBbl, CBALICHHAs BOMHA B CBOEM

lands & even the planned taxes that Rus would have paid had
been set by the Pope before. And who knew that nineteen-year-
old Alexander Yaroslavlevich would become both daring &
successful...

When in the summer of 1240 Swedish ships reached the river of
Neva, Alexander did not linger anymore & did not wait for the
help of his father’s armed forces. His courage & determination
based on his faith that “God is not in the strength but in the
verity” helped him to defeat the enemy whose army was more
than three times bigger. Two years later, his enemies understood
that the reason of the military success of Alexander was not only
his courage, but also accurate calculation.

2

The story of Alexander Nevskiy who during the battle at the
Chudskoe lake entrapped knights to shivery ice is analyzed by
all army leaders of the world. They analyze how this young
military leader being aware of the battle tactics of the crusaders
managed to organize his army in the way that made the
advantages of the knights their disadvantages. After the Battle
on the Ice, Alexander Nevskiy made many non-trivial decisions
that later occurred to be the only right.

3
When today people discuss the mistake of the “civilized choice”
of the prince, they forget that it was the choice of two evils.
Indeed, the Mongols like a devastating wave desolated the
Russian lands taking everything & everybody they could carry
away. But were those civilized Europeans better? Here we have
the words of French historian Jacque Le Goff about the
Crusades: “Instead of making the situation better the ‘Holy war’




HEHWCTOBCTBE NPUBEJIA KPECTOHOCLEB K XYM JKCIleCcCaM, HAauMHas
€BpPEUCKUMH MOTPOMaMH M 3aKaHYMBash MAacCCOBBIMM W30MEHUSMH H
rpabexxamMu; a  JyXOBHO-PBILAPCKHE  OpJCHA,  OKa3aBIIUECS
HECITOCOOHBIMU 3aIUTUTh U COXpaHUTh CBSTHIE 3€MJIA, OCEINM Ha
3amaje, 4ToObl MpeaThCsl TaM BCeM BUAaM (DMHAHCOBBIX M BOSHHBIX
3noynorpednenui». "CaMu capanuHbl, - YATAEM y BU3AHTUHCKOIO
xponucta Hukutel XoHuara, - 6osiee 10Opbl U COCTpaAaTEIbHbI 110
CPABHEHUIO C ITUMH JIFOJIbMH, KOTOPBIE HOCAT Ha IuIeye 3HaK Xpucra'.
I[Ipy »TOM  TOKOpPEHHBIX  "OpaTheB-XpUCTHAH"  MNPUHYKIAIN
OTKa3bIBaTbCsl OT BEphl NIPEIKOB. A BOT OpIBIHIBI € Ooramu
nO0OEXICHHBIX HApOJOB HE CCOPUIIUCH — U CO CIYKUTEISIMU OOTOB
Toke. bonbmie toro, uepksu ot gaHu Opnae ObUIM OCBOOOKICHBI.
MOXHO TOJIBKO TIOpaXaTbCA MPO3OPIUBOCTA KHA3SA: OTKYNasiCh
JaHBI0, OH COXPAHSUI JYXOBHYIO CBOOOy CBOEMY Hapoy. AJIEKCaHIp
npeanoyen "oTaatk B padCTBO TENO, HO HE UCKa3uTh ayury" (I'eopruit
Brnagumuposuu  Bepnazackuii). Mynpoct  BeiOOpa  JoKa3zaHa
BpeMeHeM: yaap mo moryuiectsy Opasl HaHeceT npaBHyK Hesckoro,
Hmutpuii JoHckoil. A BoT mpaBociiaBHas Buzantus, nopabouieHHas
LMBWJIN30BaHHBIMH €BPOIEHIIAMH, TaK U HE BOCIPSIHET: TIocie 57 JIeT
Pa30pPUTEIIBHOIO BJIAJBIYECTBA KPECTOHOCIIEB, OHA CTAHET JIETKOU
T0OBIYEH TYPOK.
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Ho Opma nu mokopHocTh Opjie 0€30roBOPOYHBIM TMOPAKEHUEM?
Ucropux Anexcelt FOpreuu Kapnos ormeuan: « M0XHO TOBOPUTH 00
0oco0Oil  TaTapckoW ~ MOJNUTUKE  AJIeKCaHapa -  [OJIMTHKE
YMHUPOTBOPEHUSI TaTap U OECHPEKOCIOBHOIO MOBMHOBEHUs UM. Ero
noe3aku B OpAy UMeINH 1eNIbl0 TPEeI0TBPATUTh HOBbIE BTOPXKEHUS Ha
Pych. KHs3b cTpeMuiics HMCIpaBHO BbIILJIAYMBATh OTPOMHYIO JaHb
3aBOEBATENSIM M HE JOMYCKaTh BBICTYIUIEHUH NPOTHB HHUX B CaMOM

In its apogee led the crusaders to the worst excesses beginning
from Jewish massacres & ending with mass slaughter & looting,
while spiritual Orders of knights who appeared to be incapable
to defend & save the Holy Lands settled in the West in order to
turn to misusage of both military power & money”. Byzantine
chronicle Nikitas Choniates wrote: “The Saracen themselves are
even kinder & more merciful in comparison with the people who
wear the sign of Christ on their shoulder”. Besides, they made
the conquered ‘brothers-Christians’ deny the faith of their
ancestors. While the representatives of the Horde had nothing
against the gods of the conquered nations — as well as against the
servants of these gods. Moreover, the churches were freed from
any taxes to the Horde. Here we can be only amused with the far
sightedness of the prince who managed to save the spiritual
freedom of his nation buying off with taxes. Alexander preferred
to “enslave the body but not to corrupt the soul” (George
Vernandskiy). The wisdom of that choice was proved by time:
the blow on the might of the Horde would be struck by Dmitry
of Don — the great grandson of Alexander Nevskiy. While the
Orthodox Byzantine that was invaded with the civilized
Europeans would not rise up again — after fifty-seven years of
devastating ruling of the crusaders, it would become an easy
mark for the Ottomans.
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But was this obedience to the Horde his unconditional defeat?
Historian Alexey Karpov wrote: “We can say about special Tatar
policy of Alexander — the policy of pacification of the Tatars &
unconditional obedience to them. His trips to the Horde were
aimed on the prevention of new invasions to Rus. The prince
tried both to pay huge taxes to the conquerors & prevent revolts
against them on the lands of Rus.” Historian Vladimir Pashuto




Pycu». «OcTOpOX)HONW OCMOTPUTENHbHON MOJUTHKOW KHS3b yOeper
Pycp oT OkOHYaTenpbHOrO pa3zopeHus, BbIATpan Bpems, AaB Pycu
OKPEITHYTbh, ONPABUTHCS OT CTPAIIHOTO pPA3OPEHUSA», - CUUTAET
ncropuk Bragumup TepenteeBuu [lamryTo.

5

YacTo ToBOPST 0 JKECTOKOCTHU KHS35, HO JIJIsl TOTO, 4YTOOBI pa300paThecs
B €T'0 MOCTYIIKaX, Hy>KHO UMETh IIPEACTABIEHNUE O BPDEMEHH, B KOTOPOM
OH KWJ, U CUTyallud, B KOTOpOW OH okazaics... B 1257 rony Opna
3aTeBacT MEPENUCh HACEICHUs I 00Jiee TOYHOTO UCUUCIICHUS JTaHU.
[Io MHOrMM npUYMHAM HAIIM MNPEIKU K IMEPENUCH OTHOCUIIUCH C
MHCTHYECKUM yx)acoM. B BosnibHOM roposie Hoeroponae, kyna Opaa He
BXOJIWJIA, JIFOJIM TEPENUCH COMPOTHUBISIUCH — U BOJIHEHUS JJIUJIUCH
roa. Ha cropoHe MSATEKHMKOB BBICTYNHWJI ChIH AJIEKCAaHIpPA KHS3b
Bacwmii. Anexcanap HeBckuil moHMMan HOpPOB MOHTIOJIO-TATap:
CMHUPEHUE UM JIOJIKHO OBITH IEMOHCTPATUBHBIM, JIE00ast CTPONTUBOCTh
BBI3BIBAET  HECOpa3MEpHO  OOJbIIyI0  XKecTkocTh.  I[Iporect
HOBIOPOJILIEB pa3pyILIall XPYIKOE PABHOBECHE, CIIOKUBILIEECS MEXKIY
Opnoii u Pycelo.

Nmenno moaToMy  AJeKcaHIp caM  BO3MIaBWII ~ 00OpbOy €
HECOTJIACHBIMU: Ha TIEPBBIN pa3 MEePENUCcH yAalIoCh U30€KaTh — 3a CUET
BBIIUIATHI JAHU, HO 3a OTKAa3 MCIOJHUTH BOJIKO OPABIHLEB MPHUILIOCH
3aIUIaTUTh U JIIOJbMHU. AJIEKCAHJPY MPHUILIOCh HPHUHATH TPYIHOE
pemenune, cocnaB cbiHa Bacwims B Cy3nainb, 3a4MHIIMKOB XKe JKIalia
pacnpaBa: OAHHUX, MO TpUKaA3y AJIEKCaHApa, Ka3HWIH, IPyTUX
OCJICTIMIIY WK TTOKaJeUunsii. ITO ObLIO MOKa3aTeIbHOE HaKa3aHUEe HaJl
HEMHOTHUMH, YTOOBI ynpeauTh MecTh Op/ibl, HANIPABJICHHYIO Ha BCEX.
B 1259 roay Tonbko nu4yHOE ydacThe AJieKcaHIpa MPeI0TBPATHIIO
HOBBIN MATEX — M HOBFOPOILIbI YK€ COTJACHIINCH «IaTh YHUCIIO».

thinks that “with his cautious & watchful policy the prince saved
the lands of Rus from complete destruction saving time & giving
the opportunity to Rus to recover from devastation & to grow
strong”.
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People often say about the cruelty of the prince — but to
understand his actions we need know about the time he lived in
& the situation he had to face... In 1257, the Horde wanted to
take the census in order to estimate taxes more correctly. Due to
many reasons, the attitude of our ancestors towards the census
was full of mystical horror. The Horde did not enter the free town
of Novgorod where people resisted the census & the revolt
continued for a year. The son of Alexander — Vasiliy — was on
the side of the rebels. Alexander Nevskiy clearly understood the
character of the Mongols — the obedience to them should have
been demonstrated, while any refractoriness would cause
disproportionate cruelty. Therefore, the protest of the citizens of
the town of Novgorod would destroy the delicate balance
between the Horde & Rus.

Due to this reason, Alexander took charge of the struggle against
the rebels: the census was delayed after taxes were paid, but after
the refusal to effect the will of the Horde, they had to ‘pay’ with
people. Alexander had to make a difficult decision exiling his
son Vasiliy to the town of Suzdal, while the instigators were
punished: Alexander ordered to execute some of them, while
others were either blinded or crippled. That was the
demonstrative punishment of the few in order to avoid the
revenge of the Horde that would have aimed on all. In 1259, only
private participation of Alexander prevented a new revolt — &
the citizens of the town of Novgorod agreed to take census.




[TocnenHuss, moutu roguyHasi, noesaka Anekcanapa Hesckoro B Opay
ObLIa BEPIIMHOMN TUIUIOMATHH: OH OTTOBOPUII HOBOTO XaHa bepke ot
BOGHHOT0 Habopa Ha Pycu u mnepeHampaBui yCTpeMJIEHHUS XaHa.
Ccpnasic Ha BOCCTaHHME PYCCKHUX, bepke NpekpaTwsl MOChUIaTh B
MoHnronuio aaHp, NpoBO3MIACUB 30510Tyr0 Opay CaMOCTOATEIbHBIM
rocyZapcTBOM, 4YTO IIpeBpaTwio €€ B 3acioH Pycn ¢ BocTOKa.
Hurmuiomartnueckue JAeictBus Anekcanapa HeBckoro BKyme ¢
HAYMHAKOIMMUCS PacHpsIMU 32 BJIACTH IIOJIOKMJIM HA4aJo YIajaka
MOHTI0JILCKOIO IOCy1apCTBa.

[Tocnenusist moe3nka B Opay TsXKeNno Aajlack COPOKAIBYXJIETHEMY
Anexcannpy HeBckomy — kHs3b 3a0onen. 14 HosiOps 1263 rona
MIPUHSIT MOHAIIIECKHIA IOCTPUT U K BeUepy TOTO ke AHs oToten K bory,
710 TIOCJIETHETO CBOETO B37[0Xa OCTaBasiCh ICTUHHBIM MaTpuoToM Pycw,
CBOMMHU DELICHUSIMHU ONpENeIUBIIMN  Oyayiiee OJaromnoiydue
rOCy/1apCTBa, U 3aIIUTHUKOM MPABOCIABHOM BEPHI. ..

The last trip of Alexander Nevskiy to the Horde lasted for almost
a year & became a real triumph of his diplomacy: he persuaded
new Khan Berke not to recruit among the Russians & he
managed to redirect the intentions of the Khan. Alluding to the
revolts of the Russians, Berke Khan stopped sending taxes to
Mongolia declaring the independence of the Golden Horde — that
made it a defense of Rus from the East. The diplomatic actions
along with internal struggle for power were the beginning of the
decay of the Mongolian state.

The last trip to the Horde for the forty-two-year-old Alexander
Nevskiy was a real challenge — the prince fell ill. On the 14™ of
November 1263, he took monastic vows & in the evening of the
same day passed away until his utmost breath remaining the true
patriot of Rus & the defender of the Orthodox faith whose
decisions defined the future well-being of the state...
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